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T oda y  m a r k s ex a ct ly  on e w eek  u n t il  t h e c lose of t h e 2 0 1 1  Session  of t h e

Ma r y la n d G en er a l  A ssem bly ,  a n d t h er efor e t h e beg in n in g  of t h e fin a l

pu sh  in  su ppor t  of t h e cen t er piece of G ov er n or  O'Ma lley  en er g y  pa ck a g e:

t h e Ma r y l a n d Offsh or e Win d En er gy  A ct  of 2011 .  T h is bil l  w ou ld

h elp cr ea t e g r een  jobs in  Ma r y la n d,  im pr ov e pu blic  h ea lt h  a n d en er g y

secu r it y ,  a n d pr odu ce en ou g h  c lea n ,  loca lly  g en er a t ed r en ew a ble en er g y

t o pow er  m or e t h a n  h a lf of t h e h om es in  Ba lt im or e Cit y  by  r equ ir in g

dev elopm en t  of 4 0 0  t o 6 0 0  MW  of offsh or e w in d ca pa c it y  a ppr ox im a t ely

t en  m iles off of Ma r y la n d's coa st .

On  Ma r ch  2 3 ,  G ov er n or  O'Ma lley  w a s join ed by  loca l  st eelw or k er s,

en v ir on m en t a l  a dv oca t es,  a n d leg isla t iv e lea der s a t  A n n a polis' C it y  Dock

t o pr om ot e t h e Ma r y la n d Offsh or e W in d En er g y  A ct .  A t  t h e ev en t ,  t h e

G ov er n or  a n n ou n c ed t h e in t r odu ct ion  of n ew  a m en dm en t s t h a t  w ill

pr ot ect  r a t epa y er s by  en su r in g  t h a t  a n y  a ppr ov ed pr oject  is pr oject ed t o

h a v e a  m a x im u m  bill  im pa ct  on  t h e a v er a g e Ma r y la n d fa m ily  of $2  per

m on t h  or  less.   T h e O’Ma lley -Br ow n  A dm in ist r a t ion  a n d t h e PSC h a v e

ea ch  in depen den t ly  est im a t ed t h e l ik ely  pr ice im pa ct  t o be ev en  low er .

Du e t o it s idea l  loca t ion  in  t h e Mid-A t la n t ic ,  a s w ell  a s t h e deep-w a t er

por t  a n d m a n u fa ct u r in g  in fr a st r u ct u r e in  Ba lt im or e,  Ma r y la n d is w ell

posit ion ed t o be a  lea der  n ot  on ly  in  offsh or e w in d en er g y  g en er a t ion ,  bu t
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a lso in  on g oin g  con st r u ct ion  a n d m a in t en a n ce.   Ba sed on  t h e Eu r opea n

ex per ien ce,  t h e US Depa r t m en t  of En er g y  pr oject s t h a t  a  5 0 0  MW  w in d

g en er a t ion  fa c il it y  in  t h e w a t er s off of t h e Delm a r v a  coa st  w ou ld

g en er a t e a s m a n y  a s 2 ,0 0 0  m a n u fa c t u r in g  a n d con st r u ct ion  jobs du r in g

t h e fiv e-y ea r  dev elopm en t  per iod,  w it h  a n  a ddit ion a l 4 0 0  per m a n en t

jobs on ce t h e t u r bin es a r e spin n in g .   Ma r y la n d's Depa r t m en t  of Bu sin ess

a n d Econ om ic  Dev elopm en t  est im a t es t h a t  a n  offsh or e w in d pr oject  of

t h is size w ou ld h a v e a n  econ om ic  im pa ct  of $1 .9  bil l ion  in  Ma r y la n d.

T h e ot h er  bil ls in  t h e G ov er n or 's en er g y  pa ck a g e,  w h ich  in c lu de bil ls t o

pr om ot e elec t r ic  v eh ic les,  sola r  h ot  w a t er ,  a n d n et  en er g y  m et er in g  in

t h e st a t e,  a r e a ll  on  t r a ck  t o r ea ch  t h e G ov er n or 's desk  a n d becom e la w .

T h e la st  da y  of t h e G en er a l  A ssem bly 's 2 0 1 1  Session  is Mon da y ,  A pr il  1 1 ,

2 0 1 1 .

University Park
Efficiency Upgrades
T h r ou g h  t h e MEA ’s H om e

Per for m a n ce Reba t e Pr og r a m ,  a

Un iv er sit y  Pa r k  fa m ily  r eceiv ed

a  r eba t e of $1 ,5 5 0 .  Com bin ed

w it h  a  $4 0 0  feder a l  r eba t e,  t h e

fa m ily  r edu ced t h e cost  of t h eir

u pg r a de by  n ea r ly  5 0 % .  Rea d

m or e. . .

Home Performance
Rebate Program
T h e pr og r a m  offer s big g er  r eba t es

t h a n  ev er  for  h om e en er g y

effic ien cy  im pr ov em en t s.

Com bin e a  3 5 %  r eba t e fr om  t h e

MEA  w it h  1 5 %  r eba t es fr om

u t ilit ies t o sa v e u p t o 5 0 %  on

effic ien cy  u pg r a des.  Rea d m or e. . .
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Energy
News
A s leg isla t iv e session

dr a w s t o a  c lose,  g et

u pda t es a bou t

offsh or e w in d,  t h e

elect r ic  v eh ic le

pa ck a g e,  n a t u r a l

g a s ex plor a t ion ,  a n d

m or e.

Rea d m or e. . .

Upcoming
Events
T h e Fr ien ds of Qu iet

W a t er s Pa r k  h ost  a n

En v ir on m en t a l

Lect u r e Ser ies.  In

A pr il ,  sig n  u p t o

discu ss "C lim a t e

Ch a n g e a n d

Ma r y la n d’s Sh or es."

G et  det a ils. . .

Smart,
Green &
Growing
SG &G  h elps

Ma r y la n d a dopt

sm a r t  g r ow t h

polic ies,  g r ow  g r een

jobs,  im pr ov e

t r a n sit ,  a n d

r ev it a lize

com m u n it ies.

Lea r n  m or e. . .
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